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   Perhaps all the hype about animosity between the political parties and how so much more can be accomplished working together has taken hold, but the session has gotten off to a rather quiet start.
   The 2016 session has its first “postponed indefinitely” casualty. House Bill 16-1020, “Concerning Prohibiting Certain Uses of an Unmanned Aircraft System,” was killed by the House Judiciary Committee on January 27th after consideration of the merits, 11-0.
   For informational purposes, among the “certain uses” prohibited by the bill was operating “any unmanned aircraft system within five miles of a detention facility with the intent to introduce or attempt to introduce a dangerous instrument, alcohol or an alcoholic beverage, a controlled substance, or marijuana or marijuana concentrate into the detention facility; or within five miles of an airport unless the person is authorized by the airport's air traffic control tower.”
House Bill 16-1004: Legislation passed in the 2013 session (HB 13-1293) required the Governor to “establish at least a part-time position with the term 'climate change' in the title in order to assess climate change issues within the state.” That person was tasked with duties that include the development and periodic update of a climate action plan encompassing policy recommendations the state could use to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and collaboration with other entities regarding climate preparedness studies.”
   HB 1004 requires that measurable goals with near-term, mid-term and long-term deadlines be included in a climate action plan or similar document. The goals are meant to “reduce Colorado's greenhouse gas emissions or increase Colorado's adaptive capability to respond to climate change.” Annual reports to the General Assembly are required to be made by the Governor regarding progress made in meeting the climate action plan goals, and whether the state is on track to meet the goals.
Sponsors of House Bill 16-1004:  Representatives Faith Winter (D-Adams) 866-2843, and Jeni James Arndt (D-Larimer) 866-2917. No sponsor yet in the Senate.
House Bill 16-1005:  Current Colorado law allows for limited applications of rooftop precipitation collection. Certain property owners who have wells, or are legally entitled to have a well, may collect precipitation from rooftops, after applying for and receiving a special permit.
   Long a sacred cow of the water-owning entities in the flat lands, HB 1005 will relax the regulations and allow the “”collection of precipitation from the roof of a home in up to two rain barrels with a combined storage capacity of 110 gallons or less if the following conditions are met:”
· the building is a single-family residence or a multi-family residence with up to four units;
· the precipitation collected is used for outdoor purposes on the residential property where the precipitation is collected, including irrigating lawns and gardens; and
· the precipitation must not be used for drinking water or indoor household purposes.
  HB 1005 tasks the Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment with developing the best practices for non-potable usage of collected precipitation and vector control (disease prevention) to the extent practicable within existing resources. For people living under the rules of home owners' association, the association is required to allow the use of rain barrels for collection of residential rooftop precipitation.
Sponsors of House Bill 16-1005:  Representatives Daneya Esgar (D-Pueblo) 866-2968, and Jessie Danielson (D-Jefferson) 866-5522; and Senator Michael Merrifield (D-El Paso) 866-6364.
Senate Bill 16-012:  Rebuilding after destruction of a residence during a natural disaster is never a simple matter, even when a owner is fully insured. SB 012 changes the time period allowed for a “residential property owner to maintain its property tax classification for an indefinite period of time if the county assessor determines the property owner is making a good faith effort to rebuild an improvement destroyed by a natural disaster.
   Current law provides a property can maintain its residential classification for up to four years after the improvement has been destroyed, if, in the assessor's judgment, the owner intends to repair or replace the structure, and was enacted in response to the 2010 forest fire season. SB 012 brings residential property in alignment with agricultural land pursuant to the 2014 legislation covering agricultural land.
Sponsors of Senate Bill 16-012: Senator Rollie Health (D-Boulder) 866-4872. No sponsor yet in the House of Representatives.
Senate Bill 16-051:  Probably the words “judge's discretion” will be enough to get a thumbs down from most ordinary Colorado citizens, but SB 051, titled “Judge's Discretion Regarding Consecutive Sentences,” allows for more leniency in sentences for crimes of violence.
   Under Colorado's current law “a person convicted of [2] or more separate crimes of violence arising out of the same incident, the court must require the person to serve the resulting sentences consecutively rather than concurrently.” SB 051, if passed and enacted, would remove that requirement.
   The fiscal impact analysis defines crimes of violence as “any crime committed, conspired to be committed, or attempted to be committed by a person who used or possessed and threatened to use a deadly weapon or caused serious bodily injury or death to another person not participating in the crime,” and are subject to enhanced criminal penalties.
 Sponsors of Senate Bill 051:  Senators Michael Johnston (D-Denver) 866-4864, and Kevin Lundberg (R-Larimer) 866-4853. No sponsor yet in the House of Representatives.   
   The reader’s comments or questions are always welcome.  E-mail me at doris@dorisbeaver.com.
